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A PUBLICATION OF THE ANGLO-JEWISH PERIODICAL PRESS. 
FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE SPIRITUAL AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE JEWS, BY THE DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE 


ON SUBJECTS AFFECTING THOSE INTERESTS, AND BY THE ADVOCACY AND DEFENCE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS. - 


“Chou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the cast, and to the north, and to the south: and in thee and in thy seed shall all the 
families of the earth be blessed.”—Vocation of the Jews. Grex. xxviii. 14. 
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NOTICE. 
Proposals for a Corrected Translation of the Bible. 


These proposals, issued in our No. 46, have excited much 
interest, and we have therefore republished them in a separate 
form, praying our readers to circulate them with a view to 
assist the undertaking, and to obtain the names. of subscribers, 
to be transmitted to the ‘* Office of the Anglo-Jewish Press, 
27, Camomile-street, London.” 


THE FUTURE OF THE ANGLO-JEWISH PRESS. .- 


The issue of three more numbers of the /’otce of Jacob, 
will conclude the second year of its existence; and we are al- 


ready called upon to determine the manner of future publica-_ 


tion. . It is our privilege to look back upon many difficulties 
overcome, and upon a large and constantly increasing interest, 
which it has been permitted us to excite, for objects really Jew- 
ish; not only as opposed to the torpifying indifference in our 
own ranks, but as antagonist to the mischievous, because mis- 
directed, activity of those hostile to us. To another pen, and 
for others’ conviction, we will leave a resumé of the past, in its 
due season ; to our own eye, the glance forward is so full of pro- 
mise for the hallowed cause we serve, that we cannot reconcile 
it to conscience to relinquish our post, difficult and absorbing as 
are the duties attached to it, for we find none other willing to 
accept the trust, and to make the needful sacrifices in its be- 
half: although there cannot be a reasonable doubt, judging the 
future by the past, and observing the rapidly spreading conviction 
of the necessity for, and the advantages of, an Anglo-Jemish 
Organ; that ere long it will be rendered a self-supporting one. 
We might have found some discouragement in the slowness of 
its pecan towards that only safe basis, looking at the numbers 
and resources of the class to whose best interests it is devoted ; 
but,on the other hand, we are enabled to trace our circulation 
to almost*every one of the 40 or 50 congregations which com- 
the home synagogues; to the West Indies, and now also tothe 

ast and Africa; to Australia, Canada, the United States; tomany 
of the continental states; and, not least, to the Holy City itself. 

hus, by our humble instrumentality, have been supplied the 
missing links of a chain of sympathy and intercommunication, 

y the aid of which, there is now probably not a known 
community of Jews which, directly or indirectly, is not being 
drawn within the sphere of a reciprocal, national, and spiritual 
influence. Notwithstanding this, we owe it to candour to de- 
clare, that the extent of pecuniary support which our under- 
taking enjoys, is by no means equal to its exigencies. Nay, 
if the number of annual or prepaying subscribers, as also the 
casual circulation, were even doubled, the journal would then 
only be a self-supporting one, and still, perhaps, less encou- 
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raged than the similar organ of any other religious body, having 
far less need of a press for defence and advocacy. We are 
not without hope, that a sense of justice will induce exertions 
to lighten a burthen, which cannot be reasonably left for a 
series of years on the shoulders of an individual,—merely be- 
cause his zeal betrayed him into so onerous and _ responsible 
an undertaking. It 1s scarcely too much to ask, that our many 
panegyrists should give some practical and available proofs of 
their sympathy: we are indeed willing, nay, anxious, to carry 
out some of the valuable suggestions which reach us, for adding 
new and useful features to our work, and therefore we solicit 
those who wish the success of our cause, immediately to in- 
stitute a canvass in various localities for that end. The names 
should be sent in without delay, addressed to the Office, 27, 
Camomile Street, London, The subscriptions will.remain as 
before, 10s. 6d. per annum, and 5s. 6d. per half-year, paid in 
advance, and entitling to a prompt and free delivery within the 
range of the penny post. We expect to be constramed to 
make some modification of the charge to casual purchasers, 
so as to secure a pecuniary advantage to the pre-paying sub- 
scribers.—Gentile subscribers have been accepted,—since our 
proposals for an extra monthly magazine were not adequately 
responded to. 


Commotions among the Jews in Germany.”—Under this 
title, a very foolish hoax has been going the round of the papers, 
It professedly originates with “* the Universal German Gazette” 
of Leipsic, and states, that ‘‘ Not 500 out of the 6,000. Jewish 
inhabitants here, live according to Jewish laws.” Now the truth 
is, that scarcely 15 Jewish families altogether are to be found 
in Leipsic; and perhaps not 800 individuals of that faith (in- 
cluding all ages) in the whole of Saxony. The ** New Jews’’ 
(those rejecting Rabbinical authority, we suppose) are stated not 
to have been living even according to the laws of the bible; 
and to have finally formed a separate sect, which obliges the 
members to have their children christened, and educated in 
the doctrines of Christianity, without the parents becoming 
Christians themselves—because, as it is said, they object ‘to 
swear to forms of faith in which they have no belief”’—and, 
moreover, because, (inconsistently enough,) they are supposed 
to desire ‘‘ to remain Christian Jews, such as the Gospels are 
speaking of!’ ‘The head of this pretended movement, is said 
to be Dr. Creitznach (Creitzenach is meant)—but the truth is, 
the doctor has been dead many months (see an announcement 
of his death in the ** Voice of Jacob”). ‘True, he has left a son; 
but all this so much extolled erudition, zeal, influence, patriot- 
ism, &e., can scarcely be a necessary heir loom of this youn 
man, who has not yet even been heard of in the theslogteal 
world. The whole affair is a ridiculous hoax, and we are some- 


j 
; 
fie 
4 
* 
I 
~ 
ie 
A 
> 
f 
A 
| 
| 
2 ‘ite 
4 
| 
7% 
¥ 
pay 
is 
2s 
; 
4 
| 
5 
3 
; 


= 


* 


* 


- 
\ 


land. 


210 


what surprised that the respectable connexions of our daily press, | 


ut eg of whom are cognizant of the existence of this Anglo- 
ewish organ,) should have lent currency to so stupid a thing, 
seeing how unsupported it has been by our authenticated — 
from the quarters referred to. Private letters which we have 
received from the very heart of Germany, dated 6th ult., make 
no allusion to such a rumour, any more than do our Jewish (Ger- 
man) newspapers to the beginning of July; on the contrary, 
they manifest a state of public feeling quite the reverse of what 
is pretended ; especially in so far as Austria is concerned—al- 
though it is pretended that—*‘ the Jews in Austria would adopt 
this new doctrine, en masse, but they are afraid that it would 
make their political situation worse!” (Unhappily, it could 
scarcely do that, in some districts; vide our No. 38.) It only 
remains for us to request the justice of an insertion of this 
authoritative contradiction, in the columns of those journals 
which have undesignedly assisted to obtain credence for an ill- 
natured hoax. 


Since the above was written, we have received the 4. Z.d. J., 
No, 28, which gives the following paragraph as having gone the 
round of the German papers. 

‘* Frankfort, 21st June.—A new Jewish sect has been formed 
here, under the leadership of Dr, Creitznach. Parties are sign- 
ing their names toa formal declaration (their number is already 
no insignificant one), pledging themselves not to adhere to any 
Jewish Talmudic ceremony or institution—to regard circum- 
cision as neither a religious nor a civil obligation—and to believe 
in the coming of the Messiah, as realized in their German father- 
The adherents of this sect increase every day; and 
already lists are being circulated from abroad.”’ | 

We entertain no doubt that this morceau is the original of the 
mare’s nest so pompously announced in the English papers. 
Our contemporary of the 4. Z. d. J. throws away some amusing 
ridicule upon these ** Frankfort Nihélisten” (Nothing-arians), as 
he calls them. We will not copy it, for, in so far as their 
reputed leader is concerned, a personal friend of his, whose 
attention we have called to the subject, discredits his having 
lent himself to such a movement, even if it have taken place. 

-All that we can trace is, that the senate of Frankfort, about 
a year ago, abrogated the law which compelled a parent to 
initiate his children into some established a profession : 
and that at last some Jew, having resolved to leave his son un- 
circumcised, has sought to form a sect of ‘** Nothing-arians.” - 


Spiritual Government for the Jews at large.—We receive, 


from time to time, communications on the embarrassing state of 


our religious affairs in general, with suggestions tor a remedy 
of the evil. But as such remedies would require the con- 
current and simultaneous exertions of at least the greater por- 
tion of the European Jews, and as we do not yet think the time 
ripe for such a combined movement, we have hitherto refrained 
from giving prominence to communications of that character. 
We have, however, just received a letter on this momentous 
topic, from a continental ecclesiastic, of station and influence. 
The sound and orthodox character of the writer, and the man- 
ner in which he supports his opinions, claim serious attention. 
After deeply lamenting the dissonance of views on ritual 
points exhibited on all sides, and the schisms, positive or im- 
pending, resulting therefrom (in reference, probably, to 
certain modifications necessitated, or rather forced by popu- 
lar opinion upon the spiritual guides of various 
he aptly quotes the warning of Jeremiah—y7 
mm qb‘ decording to the number of thy cities, are thy 
Gods, Oh Judah!” As we said but recently (No. 47, p. 175), 
**we are not unmindful of the evils consequent upon piecemeal 
and sectional legislation, nor of the contests concerning the va- 
lidity and extent of ‘ authority’ which must inevitably grow out 
of such legislation,”—and we are therefore glad to see such a 
man as our correspondent calling for the convocation of a San- 
hedrin. But, in order to render its decisions binding upon 
Israel at large, he maintains that the Holy Land, Jerusalem 
itself, is the proper place for the sittings of such a council—in- 


asmuch that all concur—obwin ’n 
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“ Out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lopy 
from Jerusalem”—lIsaiah ii. 3, and Micha iv. 2. He furthe; 
supports his view, by references to Deut. xvii. 8-12—Treatic, 
Gittin, f. 88, p. 2. (Tosephat)—Baba Kama, f. 84, p. 2, ang 
to several other Jewish authorities of great weight. In cop. 
clusion, we refer our readers to the formal statement of our own 
views on this important subject, as recorded at length in No 
44, p. 148; as also to the indications of preparedness for some 
great national movement, exhibited by our brethren throughout 
the world. We invite the attention of our learned and office. 


holding readers to these indications, although the time is not 


yet ripe to give them full effect. 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION S955 
DEUTERONOMY I. 

This section, in summing up the events which happened to 
the Israelites during their wanderings through the wilderness, 
re-cnumerates also the natiuns which they conquered, as wel] 
as those which they spared, These latter were Edom, Moab, 
and Ammon. It may somewhat surprise the cursory reader, 
that whilst Moses was allowed to subdue the countries of 
Sichon and Og, he was restrained by the express command of 
the Lord from attacking these other nations, This surprise is 
not diminished by the reflection, that the dominions of these 
two kings were no more included among the seven denounced 
nations, than were the nations spared. Nor can it be said, that 
the conduct of the Edomites and Moabites was less grievous and 
sinful; indeed, the offence of the latter, in so far as they seduced 
Israel to idolatry, was certainly most heinous. We must look 
for the grounds of Israel’s forbearance, to the behests of the 
Almighty himself, (ibid cap. i., v. 5. 9. and 19); and the 
reasons for it, though not expressed in the section before 
us, are briefly alluded to in Numbers xx. 14. where it is related 
that Moses, in sending messengers to the Edomiites to ask a 
free passage for Israel through their country, enjoins on the mes- 
sengers to open their embassy with the expression,—** thus saith 
thy brother Israel.’’ Esau, the father of the Edomites, was the 
brother of Jacob; and the Israelites, though received wit! any- 
thing but a fraternal spirit by their kinsmen, were nevertheless 
not to be the first to sever those sacred ties of blood, with 
which Providence has linked members of the same family. 
Esau may have neglected Israel, when in adversity ; but Israel, 
when in power, was not permitted to avail himself of it at the 
expense of his unnatural brother. It is not we who have ac- 
quired for ourselves parents or children, brothers or sisters ; 1t 
is God himself, who in His inscrutable counsels has cast our 
lot; and whatever it be, it is our duty to regard all our social 
relations with the respect due to the wise dispensations of a 
gracious Providence. The Almighty, by thus enjoining 0 
Israel not to. wreak vengeance on the blood relatives of the 
Patriarchs, (Moab and Ammon were descended from Lot, 
Abraham's nephew,) gives us the important lesson—to be still 
more forbearing towards our relatives than towards strangers ; 
and in case of being frustrated by them, not to deal the more 
angrily, in proportion with the extent of expectation which 
relationship inspired. It is a common observation, that dissen- 
sions among the members of the same family are more iInvete- 
rate than among strangers. This, strange and unreasonable as 
it may appear, is attributable to the greater bitterness of dis- 
appointment consequent on our greater reliance; and resent- 
ment is too frequently aggravated, by our own estimate of the 
claims which our own relationship constitutes. But the pri- 


ciple which ought to sway, is that deduced from this section ; 


and the harder the struggle within us, the more meritorious !8 
the victory: ina Sw aw “ Better 
is a forbearing spirit than a mighty one ;, and he who rules him- 
self, than the conqueror of a city.”—Prov. xvi. 32. 
MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

* Association for eserving inviolate the Ancient Rites and 
Ceremonies of Israel.”—Under this title, a committee of ger 
men, principally unknown to us, invited our attendance @ 
a meeting on Sunday evening last, at the ‘“Committee-room, 
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22, Bury-street. We found Mr. E. J. Simons, of Leman-street, | that the opportunity had been afforded. He concurred in much 
‘n the chair, and in the course of the evening, probably not many | that Dr. Eneee had said. He was anxious, however, for a 
jess than a hundred present; though there were scarcely any | clearer explication by Dr. L. of his meaning by the expression, 
of those who usually take a lead in Jewish affairs. . |“ wise ancients,” and ‘ ancestors,”’ as not including a father or 
The Chairman opened the ee by allusion to a me- | grandfather.t He said, that there is a difference between ‘a 
morial* which had, as he considered unfortunately, been received | 3739, and an obligatory rite or ceremony. In examining the 
by the Vestry of the Great Synagogue, and the object of this presumed objects of that meeting, he felt it necessary to dis- 
meeting was to get up a counter-memorial. | sent from certain expressions in the counter-memorial proposed. 
Mr. Mitchell, in a speech of some length, avowed his fear of | He saw an exaggerated apprehension of the objects of the ori- 
innovations being made upon our sacred institutions; and cha- | ginal memorialists; and though he concurred in denying the 
racterized the object of the memorialists, as an attempt to adapt | possibility of altering the fixed hours of service, he found no at- 
religious observances to their own convenience. He denied the tempt avowed to curtail the service, and it was neither fair nor 
right of any lay body, like a vestry, even though assisted by a | wise to assert it. With regard to decorum, he condemned a 
single ecclesiastic, to alter the institutions of the Great Sanhedrin | minister's indulgence in Italian cadenzas ; and corrected a pre- 
of Ezra, to whose authorship he attributed the whole liturgy as vious speaker, whom he understood to declare that the present 
at present in use. He declared the intention, in the course of | liturgy had come down from Moses. 
a fortnight, to call a grand public meeting of the London Jews,| =Mr. E. H. Lindo would raise a warning voice, and impress 
and that this was merely a preparatory open meeting of the | on the minds of his hearers the dangers of forming parties. 
committee, On the subject of loud responses in the Synagogue, | If a few were determined to carry out unsafe changes, leave 
the speaker quoted at length the opinions of the ev. Vr. | them to themselves, and they would fail; but he implored 
Oxlee,t as an indication that enlightened Gentiles appreciate the | them not to make parties; such had been partly the destruc- 
goodness of the system objected to by the memorialists. Mr. tion of the Spanish and, Portuguese congregation. He could 
M. passed a warm panegyric on the Anglo-Jewish press, for not see in that dangerous light, the memorial objected to; it 
bringing that rev. gentleman’s opinions under the notice of the | was to be submitted to a Chief Rabbi; and no one could sup- 
Jewish public. On proceeding, however, to quote another pose that any but an orthodox one would be elected. Why 
Gentile authority, m confirmation of his views, he was called to | then dispute now? Instead of forming a party, he said, unite ; 
order by Mr. .dnsell, who thought such references out of place. | one might think one way, and another otherwise ; but a Chief 
—Mr. M.S. Keyser justified them, as supplementary ; and the | Rabbi would know how far he could go, and no further would 
meeting appeared to go with him, as well as the chairman; but he go. What then was there to fear?» Union had kept Israel 
Mr. Mitchell, after defending his position, said—that for the together; and union would be our strength unto eternity. He 
sake of unanimity, he would wave his right to carry that point | concluded by asking them to go no further than to record such 
further. After warning the English Jews not to incur the same | feelings, and the number present. 
dangers as those in which their Charleston brethren had been, Mr. Mitchell charged the minister of the Western Syna- 
involved, he called upon Mr. I. L. Lyon, the secretary, to read , nogue (Mr. Henry) with having palliated the memorial, and 
at length the memorial objected to. After this had been done, favored the views ascribed to its advocates. Mr. Henry rose 
Mr. Mitchell resumed, with a running commentary upon the ob- to order, and protested against uncharitable constructions. He 
jects of its prayer, quoting an incident recorded by Mendelssohn, agreed that the general objects of those present were excellent, 
which he (Mr. Mitchell) considered a strong argument in oppo- but he thought unsuitable imstraments had been selected to 
sition to all change. He concluded, by reading a counter-me- carry them out, and remarked upon the absence of men of in- 
morial ; it charges the memorialists with seeking to alter the fluence. Te also had said, beware of parties! and had merely 
proper hours appointed for worship, as well as the original form desired that no injustice might be done to the original memo- 
of prayer, and, after declaring a firm adherence to ancient rites rialists. Mr. Mitchell demanded the right to explain, and 
and ceremonies, it prays the Vestry of the Great Synagogue to some confusion marked the subsequent proceedings; though 
expunge the sehaalign memorial from its minutes. Mr. Mag- Mr. M. himself appeared very anxious to give way occasionally, 
nus and Mr, Costello followed in the same strain; after which, for the sake of unanimity. He, however, used the opportunity 
the chairman called upon Dr. L. Loewe to favor the meeting | to refer to the Burton Street congregation. Ile advocated pub- 
with his views. Dr. L. expressed his surprise at the appeal, | lic meetings, and thought that that secession would not have 
and also his diffidence in answering it. He regarded that as a_ taken place, if public feeling had been pronounced upon it, in- 
sslemn oceasion ; and, looking at the title given to the meeting, | stead of a vestry having managed the whole affair. He said 
he considered that no one calling himself an Israelite, could there was danger now; and he denied the orthodoxy of a cer- 
differ on the subject. He quoted the maxim myn Gases gmom | tain reverend Chief Rabbi, whose name is canvassed for the 
(The custom of Israel is 5 He declared that the sys- | vacant chair in London. Ie was loudly called to order for the 
tem of our observances was prescribed by the law itself, and | personality ; and its justice was denied, both from the chair and 
by the o»w yaw; that only those who understood these | other parts of the room. He sat down, hoping that all would 
books could attempt to define them; and that all who did un- | be cooler at a more public meeting. | ; 
derstand, must necessarily decide alike, if their objects were Mr. M. E. Solomons, who apologized for speaking from his 
pure. He admitted the necessity of greater decorum in the | seat, admitted that the memorial had not requested curtailment 
Synagogue, and illustrated the absence of it by his every day of the prayers, which had been instituted by the m>730 NDID WON 
experience. He regretted the quotation from other authorities but it aimed at the first mwm—the a pointed hours of the 
(not Jewish), and censured the first speaker for having twice daily service. He feared the interme dling of laymen, espe- 
used: the emyppon nw. He based our usages on the dicta of | cially because the memorialists generally were not religious 
loses and our ancestors—not meaning by that our immediate | men.  Aftera few observations from the Chairman, Mr. Barnet, 
predecessors; for, although he had the honor to be the descen- | Mr. Defries, and Mr. Levy, (some speakers paying a com- 
dant of 25 Chief Rabbis, he would not receive their opinions in | pliment to the Anglo-Jewish, at the expense of the hostile 
Opposition to those of the syn5nn ‘oan. After the applause oe i Victor Abrahams pointed out the necessity of 
with which Dr. Loewe’s speech was received had subsided, Mr. | having a Chief Rabbi. He would have no fear then, of resolu- 
itchell excused himself from any intentional lapse of pro- | tions adopted by any one; for no Rabbi could im fore in oppo- 
priety ; he confessed himself uninformed on such subjects; and | sition to the nw yaw. Still he reminded his learned hearers 
that his zeal had urged him forward, because those more learned | of the maxim as to age hea by ap (‘* Better a little with 
and pious had not taken any steps in the matter. devotion, than much without devotion.”) Let us, said Mr. A., 


The Rev. H. A. Henry, asa minister of religion, felt ha 
PPY t The Dr. subsequently explained, that he meant those whose words 
e Vide reference to this proceeding, in our No. 47, p. 176. had been preserved in the pon and declared “no words authoritative, 
Vide No, 44, p. 151. | | except those of men inspired by the sacred precepts imparted to us.” 
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have a Chief Rabbi fit to direct us, and there is nothing to 
fear. | 
| Mr. Harris, master of the Orphan School, spoke as one of 
the committee. He thought our and the were the 
same. He blamed this journal! for having led his colleague, 
Mr. Mitchell, into one error, for which he had been rebuked. 
(He was called to order.) A discussion now arose on the com- 
parative expediency of calling a public meeting, and the other 
course of carrying the counter-memorial round for signatures. 
The Chairman, Mr. Defries, and Mr. Solomon, objected to a 
ublic meeting ; Mr. Mitchell, and many others, advocated it. 
Mr. Keyser, suggested the middle course of getting signatures 
to the counter-memorial as a previous pledge, and then calling 
a meeting. He knew some influential gentlemen, of well-known 
piety, who would sign the document, subscribe their mite, and 
advocate the object in the Vestry of the Great Synagogue. 
He was, however, not authorized to make any communication 
on the subject. Eventually, and for the sake of unanimity, 
every thing was agreed to be deferred to a great public meeting. 
On the motion of Mr. Mitchell, himself and his colleagues, as 
the sole managers hitherto, were invested with the conduct of 
the future proceedings. Mr. Mitchell explained the necessity 
of pecuniary contributions; anda list of previous contributors 
of half-a-crown and five shillings each was read. Others came 
forward with the like sums; and after a vote of thanks to the 
Chairman, (who apologized for his incapacity for the office, ) the 
meeting separated, about half-past ten o'clock. 
The length to which our report extends, precludes our pre- 
sent addition of any commentary. | 


Provident hubits require to be encouraged among the Jewish 
poor of this metropolis; and we have, on former occasions, 
taken the opportunity to contrast the doubtful fruits of indiscri- 
minate alms-giving, whether by individuals or associations, with 
the positive good resulting trom a less amount expended in 
premiums on provident habits, with all their prospective advan- 
tages in fostering sentiments of self-dependence. In No. 40, we 
noticed, with the commendation it deserved, the origination of 
a species of Savings bank in the girls’ department of: the Jews’ 
Free School, Bell Lane; we hear that the boys also (much 
more numerous) are manifesting a desire to save up their little 
pocket-money: and better still, that the parents would gladly 
lay up their humble savings for the rent day, for the festivals, 
or as a general provision against contingencies of all kinds. As 
yet, these poor people have found none to encourage them in 
this excellent disposition, nor have they had afforded to them 
those facilities for giving it effect, which no existing Savings 
bank can adapt to the peculiarities involved. In certain large 
towns of the north of England, the poor are visited at least 
weekly by philanthropic persons (principally ladies), and the 
happiest results have tollowed, as evidenced by a series of annual 
reports which we recently received. Could there not be found 
a small band of benevolent Jewish ladies in this metropolis, who 
could, and would, devote a few hours per week to work out so 
glorious a change in the habits and manners of their pauperized 
brethren? It is not pecuniary sacrifices which are needed, but 
that patient zeal, and that happy tact, which it is reasonable to 
look for in those quarters; and which, moreover, are the true 
qualifications for so pious an office. May we be permitted to 
hope, that some among our fair readers will turn their attention 
to this method of converting into useful charity the many 
thousands of pounds (we are ashamed to say how many) which 
are now annually squandered, to the relief, it is true, of the rich 
who are4importuned, but not always of the poor who habitually 
receive the wages of idleness. 


The Corporation of London has very liberally made a small 
grant of land to the Sephardim Synagogue under the following 
circumstances. Some time since, the benevolent Mrs. Lara 


ve the sum of £1,800 to the synagogue for school purposes. 
he committee entrusted with the charge, was canbled to effect 


an advantageous arrangement for the purchase of two houses 
belonging to its chairman, H. De Castro, Esq. (nephew of the 
deacrt and bordering upon the synagogue buildings from St. 
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James’ court, Bury Street. 
unnecessary part of a thoroughfare, measuring 41 ft. by 17 Rs 
formal petition for a grant of it was made by Mr. De Castro; the 
prayer of which, on being referred to the committee of sewer, 
for the city, was at once complied with by a unanimous yote 
The old buildings are already down, and a very neat infant-schoo}, 
after the design of Mr. David Brandon, the architect, is to b, 
erected on the site of them. A sum of £500, in addition, has 
been voted from the synagogue funds, and a contract entered 


into for the completion of the building at an early period. 


The future Chief Rabbi.—In accordance with the notice 
given in our No, 42, we addressed to the Chairman of a meeting 
held on Monday evening, 24 ult., a respectful enquiry as to the 


relation of that meeting to the adjourned conference, and an offer _- 


to send a reporter in case of need. We acknowledge the cour. 
tesy of the following reply, written from the meeting. 


Great Synagogue Chambers, 24th July, 4 past 6, p.m. 

Sirn,—The gentlemen present are of opinion, that the meeting of this 
evening, being merely preliminary to a General Conference, and more of 
a private than public character, do not think it necessary to have a reporter 
present. | I am, yours repectfully, 

ISAAC COHEN. 

We are, however, enabled to give a satisfactory account of this 
preliminary meeting, composed of the delegates from the London 
Synagogues. The only difference of opinion arose out of the 
desire of each, to stipulate for as much as possible of the personal 
attendance of their Spiritual Guide, (in one sense a very healthy 
rivalry): the point was adjusted satisfactorily, though we doubt 
not that it will, in the end, devolve upon himself to direct his 
labours where they are most wanted, or where they can be made 
most useful. We expect to hear, that the inadequate pecuniary 
offers of some congregations (we are not warranted in giving 
details yet) may necessitate some reduction from the salary de- 
clared to be the minimum, in the 9th resolution of the Contcrence, 
(vide No. 41.) The metropolitan synagogues have consented, 
under all cireumstances, to reimpose (on themselves), the one 
guinea per marriage licence, (jp MN nn) proposed to be abol- 
ished by the 18th resolution. We canscarcely doubt the willing- 
ness of the non-metropolitan synagogues, voluntarily to concede 
the same point, Altogether, the meeting of the 24th ult. was a 
decided step in advance, and we hope to find a vigorous prose- 
cution of this important business to a successful conclusion. 


Birmingham Hebrew National School—We can scarcely 
hope to accept an invitation to attend at the interesting cere- 
mony referred to in our advertising columns. Our Birmingham 
brethren are really men of spirit in works of education and 
benevolence. We hear, that besides the distinguished geutle- 
man selected to lay the first stone of the new building, many ot 
the élite of his Jewish friends will accompany him; and the 
banquet will be honored with the presence of the leading men 
of Birmingham. 

Jewish Hospital for Jerusalem.—Felix Phillips, Esq., £1: 
received by J. A. Franklin. Ben Israel's contribution, pre- 
viously announced, is also received. 


Jewish Day School, Bury Street-—The public examination 
of the pupils, extended over last Sunday, as well as the Sunday 
preceding. We were only able to be present during the 
examination in Natural Philosophy, English Grammar, and 
German. The searching questions put, and the pertinent an- 
swers given by many of the boys, exhibited the system of the 
school in a favorable light. A vacation of fifteen days was de- 
clared at the close of the proceedings. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. | 


Oppression of the Jews in Russian Poland.—In consequen 
of representations which reached us previous to our last ped 
cation, and from a quarter which must always command our dele- 


rence in such affairs, we suppressed the following paragra b= 


[Great consternation exists among the Jews on the Russiat 


frontier, in consequence of a recent edict, ordering them 5 
retire fifty wersts inwards. Those who hold property in house 


This arrangement, rendered 
y 
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Diet, by the Diisseldorf con 


or land, are to be allowed two years to dispose of it: after 
which period such property, if unsold, is to be forfeited. Be- 
sides the prospective ruin in which this ukase will involve most 
of the 500,000 souls who are affected thereby, and the violence 
to their feelings consequent upon this banishment from the 
homes of their youth and the graves of their fathers, it is 
feared that purchasers will take advantage of the absolute neces- 
sity to sell their houses, &c., and hold back until they can dic- 
tate almost nominal terms. It is probable, that some charge of 
smuggling pursuits against certain residents on the froutier, has 
heen the immediate pretext for this wholesale and indiscriminate 
banishment of all ages, and all pursuits. In the hope that the 
Russian Emperor will hesitate to confirm this great wrong, we 


leave further remarks to a future number. | 


' Since the above was written, the German Jewish papers have 
reached us, with indignant protests against this arbitrary and 
unjust decree; and disproving the validity of the excuses as- 
sigued for it. And, worse than all, an English morning paper 
has absolutely come forward with a defence (evidently Russian). 
of this compulsory emigration of defenceless Jewish Poles, asa 
“foreseen,” truly benevolent and humane measure! !’’—and 


this from an English apologist of Russian despotism!—et tu 


Brute / Will our contemporary do the poor Poles the justice 
to read the exposé in “* Der Orient,” No. 28. We have not 
room for the article at present, suffice it to say, the Jews, hav. 
ing been established in Poland 600 years, long before it was 
a Russian province, had won the rights of a homestead, and 
now without mercy they are to be driven inwards, like so many 
herd of cattle. The hope to put down smuggling thereby, is out 
of the question, for according to the Orvent :—If Jews, tempted 
by the high duties, have smuggled at all, it has not been those 
onthe borders, but those in the provinces called interior, and by 
means of Christian agents, so that by the removal of the poor 
Jewish families on the frontier, no single step will have Loesh 
gained. If Russia, which has effectually subjected Poland, and 
now subjects the banks of the Danube, cannot depend on the 
closeness of her military cordon, despite the sending away of 
the Cossacks, and despite the most constant and severe system 
of watchfulness,—then it is clear that it is her commercial sys- 
tem which is of non-effect, and that it would be a fatal error to 


. sacrifice the private rights of her dependents, even could some 


profit to the state result therefrom. It is said, that the Emperor 
of Russia has forbidden these poor people even to memorialize 
him on the subject! 

_ Another presumed reason for this confounding of the innocent 
with the suspected is, that the Jews on the Prussian border 
facilitate desertion—as if they were more likely than Christians 
to withhold facilities for escape from such a system of discipline 
as isthe Russian. The English paper—or, as we will still hope, 
the Russian who has lave it,—goes even beyond the 


ukase, and in palliating its cruelty as ‘‘ not too high a degree of | 


severity,” “ or truly.a want of indulgence,” goes so far as to 
charge the poor Jews with designedly intoxicating the Christian 
population, in order to incite them to commit crimes! what 
crimes are not stated.—Is not the oppression enough—that this 
refinement of calumny must be superadded, in order to destroy 
all sympathy in free countries with the victims? 


Symptoms of Advance in Prussia —We have lately had oc- 
casion to refer to a petition, addressed from certain places in 
Rhenish Prussia to the Diet of that province, praying for the 
emancipation of their Jewish fellow citizens. We are happy to 
find that this petition was not an isolated expression of opinion, 
but the result of a combined movement of almost the whole 


; provanoe, in favor of the Jews; in consequence of which, those 


states have taken the question into consideration, and carried 
it by a very large majority (64 to 9). Thus sanctioned by the 
representatives of the people, it will be laid, as the wish of the 
whole province, before their sovereign, the King of Prussia. The 

erman (non-Israelite) papers before us, in calling attention to 
this movement, speak of it in a highly commendatory tone. 
They give also the copy of a letter of thanks, addressed to the 
regation. Our want of space re- 
Stricts us to a bare recital of these interesting facts. We further 
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read with great pleasure in another of the German papers, which 
the attentions of our readers place at our disposal (“* Nachrichten 
von und fur Hamburg’), an extract from an excellent sermon 
on the duties of Israelites towards themselves, the king, and the 
state. It was delivered in one of the synagogues of the above 
mentioned Prussian province, and would well deserve to be 
translated for our a did our limits permit it. 


Oppression.—We read in No. 24 of the 4. Z. d. J., the copy 
of a petition addressed by J/irsch Fassel, Rabbi at Prossnitz 
(in Moravia,) to the government of Austria: it affords a 
painful insight into the melancholy state of our Moravian 
brethren. Blunted, as our feelings must somewhat be, by the 
habit of reading such frequent, and such harrowing reports 
of the miserable state of hundreds of thousands of our con- 
tinental co-religionists, yet we confess that the document under 
review drew tears from our eyes; tears such as we feel certain 
every philanthropist would-shed on the perusal of its heart- 
rending details. As our space does not permit us to give the 
whole of this document, we must be content to state the gist of 
it. In Moravia, the law permits a fixed number of Jewish fami- 
lies to dwell; a number which must by no means be exceeded, 
Whatever may be the increase of the Jewish population, no- 
Jew is allowed to marry unless he be one of the privileged, or 
unless another man, having had the privilege, die off. ‘The law 
reiuses to acknowledge any validity in the religious sanction given 
to the marriage of individuals not so privileged; and the wit- 
nesses present at such, as well as the ecclesiastical tunctionary 
who performs the sacred office, are very severely puiiished ; so 
that the wife is regarded and treated as a prostitute, and the 
children as illegitimate. Indeed, the wife is frequently violently 
separated from her husband, and the common punishment ot 
prostitutes is inflicted on her. But as nature, despite all 
prohibitions, still vindicates her right, several such secret 
marriages are nevertheless contracted ; this was particularly the 
case at Prossnitz. All at once, the magistrates of that place 
inflicted the punishment ofa public subjection to hard labour 
upon these secretly married couples :—and it is against these 
revolting cruelties that the Rabbi protests, in the above men- 
tioned petition. He shows the injustice and impossibility of. 
enforcing laws so incompatible with human nature ; he argues 
that the crime of the Jews consists in being men, and not angels ; 
he points out the immorality into which such enactments must 
betray ; and dwells upon the awful responsibility of a legislator, 
who, branding and punishing the behests of nature as a crime, 
incites individuals so affected to real criminality, through the 
necessity of concealment, the commission of infanticide, or the 
procuring of abortion. The consequence of the Rabbi's peti- 
tion has been a momentary stop to these barbarous persecutions, 
but not the attainment of any radical remedy. 


Jewish Literature —We find in the 4. Z. d. J. a report 
of the literary society formed last year at Breslau, (the 
Verein, already noticed), As such societies contribute nota 
little to spread a knowledge of our ancient institutions, and 
therefore to excite an interest in them, we deem it seasonable 
to submit to our readers some extracts from this report. After 
some prefatory allusions to the necessity for, and the advantage 
of, such institutions, attention is called to the general desire 
now manifested by the Jews to give to this interest its duc 
direction. The ancient scientific institutions, (meaning pro- 
bably the pwn ’n3) and their rescue from present decay ;— 
the renewed activity in the Jewish literary world,—and the 
efforts once more to place the venerable structure of Judaism 
on its safe foundation,—are all commented upon as objects to be 
facilitated, or even attained, by Jewish literary institutions. 
The objects of the Verein are thus defined.—To establish 
a library, consisting of the older works of importance on 
Judaism:—to obtain the more modern publications for the 
use of its members :—and from time to time to give lectures on 
subjects connected with Judaism. ‘The society now consists ot 
171 contributing members, the monthly subscription being five 
silver groschen (about sixpence). A donations of books 
have also been received, and several interesting lectures have 
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been already delivered. The desire for these latter, (which as 
yet have been only occasional,) has so. increased, and their use- 
fulness, (especially for theological students, ) is so well recognised, 
that it has been determined henceforward to secure a regular 
course of lectures, after a scheme laid down; and men of 
eminence have undertaken to deliver them. ‘Thus it is, that 
from so slender a beginning there has grown out, in a single 
year, almost a Jewish college; thus supplying a want every 
where deeply and generally felt. A readier means of meeting 
this urgent demand, so long as formal colleges for Jewish 
training are unattained, could certainly not have been devised. 
Would to God that, taught by the example of our continental 
brethren, we might meanwhile imitate their precedent ; so that 
if we are not yet to have a regularly tained clergy, we might 
at least secure well-informed congregational officers. To our own 
knowledge, there is a present demand for several such function- 
aries, either here or in the colonies.—W hence shall such indi- 
viduals, even if they had the desire, derive their Jewish 
information ? 

Les Archives Israelites —The last issue of our French 
contemporary contains much that we should transcribe, but for 
our inability to find room for it.—Certain questions on the 
validity of the Oral Law having been propounded in a previous 
number, a layman undertakes to resolve the difficulty, and, 
presto, France becomes his Jerusalem, and he proposes a sub- 
scription towards the transport of all oppressed Jews to the 
French Zion!—The reports from Algiers, exhibit much pro- 
gress by the Jews in civilization, since the French conquest. 
— The Duchess de Plaisance, now residing at Athens, appears to 
have professed Judaism, and to have devoted 20,000 francs to 
the erection of a synagogue by the Jews resident in Greece. 
Extracts from the journal of l’hon. M. Cremieuzx, while in 
Greece, explain that this lady and her daughter having studied 
the scriptures together, arrived at a conviction of the truth of 
the Jewish dogmas, and adopted them. But she avows her 
belief also in the divine mission of Jesus as well as of Mahomet, 
maintaining that they were men selected for the dissemination 
of a knowledge of God among the Gentiles. M. Cremieux 
gives the details of their interview, and speaks in high terms of 
the Duchess, as an intelligent and original thinker.—The Editor 
of the Archives, appears watchful to prevent the fostering of 
illiberal prejudices against our people. We perceive a corres- 
pondence with M. Victor Hugo, the celebrated French poet 
and novelist, in which that gentleman seeks to justify his 
introduction of atrocious charges against the Jews of a former 
era, intoadrama of his, representing that era,—notwithstanding 
that he freely admits the absence of any justification for the 
prejudice then, much less now, when the drama is written.— 
A Jewish magistrate is properly rebuked for permitting a 
flippant witness to indulge in a vulgar sneer at the Jews, un- 
reproved ; while an instance is reported of a Gentile shopkeeper 
having been fined by a magistrate of his own faith, for exciting 
a disturbance in attempting to cry up his own wares by dispara- 
ging those of his Jewish neighbours, because they were Jews. 
—A Jew has been sworn in as Substitut du Procureur Général 
d’ Aix; and a municipal election at Metz, was postponed to 
another day ona representation that—orthodox Jews could not 
sign their votes on the sabbath.—A review is given of a book 
entitled ‘‘ Guide du Posthétomiste,” or bayp, with an account 
of a new method of performing the second part of the opera- 
tion.—The Count d’Ourches, has given 3000 fr. to the Jewish 
asylum at Metz; and the municipal council of Bisheim near 
Strasbourgh, has voted 3000 fr. for a Jewish school-house.— 
M. Jacobber, a distinguished painter of flowers, has obtained 
the decoration of the lesion of honour; and A. 4. Laemlin 
has obtained two gold medals.—The King of the French, and 
the Chamber of Deputies, have become subscribers to the organ 
of the Jews of that country—A Rabbinical chair has been 
founded at Luxemburgh, whence Jews were formerly ex- 
cluded.— Mr. Lazarus Gumpel of Hamburgh, a Jew, has 
devoted two large houses as an asylum for poor families, rent 
free, without distinction of faith. They are already occupied 
by 41 families, consisting of 232 individuals: among the poorest 
of them, the benevolent proprietor, from time to time, dis- 
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tributes food, clothing, fuel and medicaments.—The Jews oy 
Corfu, one of the Ionian isles, are appealing to their western 
brethren, to assist them in founding an Institution for educa. 
tional purposes.—There has just been formed a conmnittee at 
Frankfort a M., having for its object “* a complete and genera 
reform of Judaism,” the object being nothing less than to 
constitute ‘* une religion de Uesprit, and to abolish the yest. 
—Theologians are excluded from this committee ! 

[Very expressive! those who know anything about these 
matters are excluded !—Epb. | 


Baron Salomon de Rothschild, on receiving the diploma of 
honorary citizen of Vienna, presented to the town council states. 
bonds for 35,000f1, (£3,500), bearing o per cent. interest, to 
be employed in founding any charitable institution which the 
government may approve. : 


Progress of Improvement.—W e have read, with much plea. 
sure, a report in the 4. Z. d. J., sketching the operations of 
the present elders of one of the most numerous congregations in 
the world—that of Lemberg (in Poland). This report shows, 
that with the entrance into office of these elders, new lite begins 
to throb in the veins of a community long stagnant. Ina short 
time, the myn tS school has undergone a thorough and 
highly seasonable change; an ey asylum has been estab. 
lished, and an association of ladies formed in support of the 
asylum. A new synagogue is now building, in which divine 
service will be conducted with more decorum than has been 


hitherto observed in that place; a choir will be established, and — 


weekly sermons delivered. 


American Discourses.—W e have before us, two such indica- 
cations of the activity of our Trans-atlantic brethren. One, ad- 


dressed to the congregation n'a (House of Israel) by its 


treasurer, Henry Cohen, F'sq., on the recent festival of Pente- 
cost. It well exhibits the ‘religious views and kindly senti- 
ments” of the author; and makes reference to the glorious 
future of Israel’s destiny, and the duties of our high vocation. 
He enjoins every Jew to be a moral pattern to the Gentile world; 
to seek the peace and general welfare of his immediate neigh- 


bours; but never to forget the nationality of Israel, nor desire ° 


that it should be forgotten. The discourse concludes with an 
allusion to the impending departure for his native country, of 
one of the founders and most zealous members of the synagogue 
invoking a blessing on his way, and praying for his return in 
happiness. 

he other discourse, is one delivered by the Fev. S. MZ. Isaacs, 
of New York, during Pentecost, on the text “J am a Hebrew, 
and I fear the Lord the God of Heaven.” (Isaiah ix. 10.) It 
is principally an examination of the lawfulness of attempts re- 
cently renewed in America, to entice some of the poorer. classes 
of the Jews to abjure their religion. 
impious schemes in all times is appealed to; even from the time 
of their first slavery, when it was proposed,—‘* Come, let us cut 
them off from being a nation:” and the curse which invariably 
follows the oppression of Israel, whether morally or physically, 
is traced through the history of 3,000 years. The rev. gentle- 
man proves, that it is not the Jew “ who sees no virtue beyon 
his creed, desires no happiness beyond his sect.” After 
examining the warrant of other countries to meddle with God's 
people, against their will, he asks the Americans to consider the 
ollies of Millerism and Mormonism, and to seek the conversion 
of Heathens, rather than the perversion of Israel. 


The manner in which Conversion reports are got up in this 


hemisphere, appears to tally pretty closely with the usages? 
this. A Jew prevailed of courtesy, 
accept a conversion tract or book, and then the interview 4? 
the acceptance are heralded forth as proofs that Jews now I 
cline to Christianity! We find that the New York congres® 
tions ‘remember Jerusalem,” and recently sent a liberal sum 
thither: we pray them to assist in establishing the hosp! 
there. Altogether, we wish that this discourse could be re 


by certain honest-minded abettors of apostatizing projects ; for 
though it is not a finished production (the author 1s one 0! many; 


The ill success of such» 
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left by the apathy of others to educate themselves for these im- 

rtant and responsible offices), there is a homely truth-telling 
manner about him, which might open their eyes to the errors of 
the past, and incline their hearts to wiser and happier modes of 


ing Israel. 
REVIEWS. 
Eldad and Medad. By Stanislaus Hoga. Wertheim. 

A factitious dialogue between a converted Jew, and a modern, 
or new fashioned, one ; being a very ingenious attempt to prove 
a necessity for the Christian Scriptures, in order to elucidate our 
bible, provided only—that Rabbinical authority be repudiated. 
We have noted several passages which, however designed, are 
eminently calculated to reconcile a sincere Jew to his yoke. 


The Dispersion and Restoration of Israel and Judah. By 
Sabine. Seeley. 

A very little treatise on a very great question. The author 
thinks to have found the ten tribes—in the Gypsies’ His hy- 
pothesis scarcely calls for a grave refutation ; but his design is 
unexceptionable—the conversion of these ‘‘ mysterious wan- 
derers’”’ to a belief in revelation; and we wish him success. 


The Cheap Jewish Library, dedicated to the working classes, 
Voll. B. Steill. 

A very neat and interesting little volume, made up of the seven 
tales of fiction published up to this period by the benevolently- 
minded authors. We have frequently had occasion to speak 
with respect of these amiable fellow labourers in another corner 
of the field; and it is gratifying to find that their efforts are ap- 
preciated, even by our most distant correspondents. We ven- 
tured a hint in our No. 34, on the desirableness of rendering 
them more characteristically Jewish ; and we are glad to see the 
practical advice (on page 153) put into the mouth of an old 
clothesman, and addressed to the mistresses of Jewish domestics. 


Three letters to the Archbishop of Cashel on the apochryphal 
publications of his Grace, on the Sepher Zohar, §c. By 
the Rev. Ino. Oxlee. Hatchard. 

The tendency of these letters, written in 1827, is altogether a 
different one from the more recent publication of the same 
writer, reviewed in Nos. 43, 44,&45. Mr. Oxlee has sought to 

rove the compatibility, and, as it would appear to many, the 

identity, of the cabalistic scheme of emanations with the 
Christian notions of a trinity; and also to throw light on certain 
apochryphal books, to which Jews deny any authority soever. 
He treats of the Zohar incidentally ; and maintains the opinion 
that it is a spurious work, supporting his view by arguments, the 
validity of which it would be no light task to impair. The Rey. 
author brings to bear a profundity of learning, and an extent of 
research, which must certainly excite admiration, and prove him 
an acute critic. The work is well adapted to the study of the 
clergy of all denominations, but to the unlearned public, it must 
prove unintelligible or useless. . The space at our disposal does 
not admit a review more commensurate with the profundity of 
the work. | 


mb>—Hebrew and English Almanack, for the years M. 
9604 and 5605. By Vallentine, Houndsditch. 

A very useful, cheap, and portable almanack, with much in- 
formation not heretofore found in such publications (vide the 
advertisement). It will doubtless become very popular, as it 
deserves to be. | 


The Biographical Dictionary of the Society for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge. Vol. I.* 


Biography, in relation to the distant past, is as the microscope 
to the secrets of nature. Biography enables the inquirer to detect 
those little springs and wheels, which, from their minuteness, 
would otherwise elude observation. However apparently insig- 
nificant, it was this hidden machinery which produced those as- 
tounding results, with the recital of which history so frequently 
amazes us, Biographical researches, therefore, are to the his- : 
torlan, what microscopical observations are to the student of 
hature ;—they lay bare hidden things, and elucidate phenomena 
which, without such aid, would remain for ever inexplicable. The 


* This Revi igi has appeared in the 
British rath adel originally written for this paper, pp 


they altogether change the sense. 


greater therefore the care with which such researches are insti- 
tuted, the more we see with our own eyes, and the more faithfully 
we describe what we have seen,—the more valuable will our 
labours prove. With this test in hand, we proceed to examine 
a series of biographies of the lives of the Rabbis, in the first 
part of the volume before us. | | 

The first point which arrests our attention, is the arrangement 
pursued. Every one knows the importance of a strict adhe- 
rence to alphabetical order, in such works of reference ; for, 
without such order, the enquirer is subjected to great loss of 
time, and, in some cases, he fails altogether to discover the object 
of his search. Now we must confess our inability to discover, 


in the book under review, whether the order followed is that of | 


the pranomen or the cognomen. Should the latter be inferred, 
We are soon undeceived by the omission of such names as 
Judah Abrabanel, Moses Aben Ezra, &e., which would else 
have obtained rank under the letter A., by the initial of their 
cognomina, If the prenomina be supposed to determine the 
order of sequence, that supposition is at once disproved by the 
omission of well known Rabbis, and other illustrious indivi- 
duals, whose place would else be found under the letter A.— 
such, for instance, as Abraham Farissal, Abraham Gher (De 
Rossi), Akiba Eiger, (vide his biography by S. J. Kaempf, his 
pupil,) Aaron Chorin, (vide Jeled Zekunim, Vienna,) Abra- 
ham Cologna,* Abraham Furtado, and others. If it be 
imagined that the biographer has followed. either arrange- 
ment, preferring the name under which the individual is best 
known, the absence of such names as Aben Shoeb, and others, 
(vide these lives in De Rossi’s Dizionario Storico,) will set the 
——s at fault again; and while Isaac Abrabanel is found, 
Judah Abrabanel is wanting: while Abraham Aben Ezra is 
found, Moses Aben Ezra is omitted. 

The second point which startles us, is the lavish manner in 
which the biographer bestows the rank of Rabbi. The title, by 
courtesy, might readily pass, but when he says that such an 
individual was ‘‘ a celebrated Rabbi,” he forgets that such can 
only be said with propriety of a theologian presiding over a 
congregation. Now it is notorious, that but a very small 
number of those whose records are preserved by history, have 
been Rabbis ; most of them have been literati, occupying private 
stations. It was an error, therefore, of the learned Wolf, in 
his Bibliotheca Hebrza,.to attribute the rank of Rabbi to so 
many learned Jews; but that error has been pointed out; and a 
modern biographer ought to have learned from, De Rossi, to 
distinguish between a Rabbi and a private individual. To 
transcribe errors long discovered, is to foster that confusion 
which error begets, and which criticism labours to remove. 

The next detect which catches the eye, consists of the nume- 
rous typographical errors, which are permitted to a 
Hebrew words, represented by English characters. Indeed, so 
numerous are these errors, that there is scarcely an article tree 
from them. Sometimes, it is true, the mistakes are harmless, 
and cannot mislead the Hebrew scholar; but at other times, 
For instance, we find ** Te- 
luph, instead of ‘‘ Cheluphe,” (Aaron ben Asher); ‘* Shubbath,”’ 
instead of ‘‘Shebuoth,” (Aaron Cohen); ‘* Hammuckbar,’” in- 
stead of ‘* Hammubchar,” (Aaron Harishon); ‘* Lechat Hack- 
mah,” instead of ‘* Leket Hachachma,” (Aaron Lap) ; “ Ikka- 
sim,” instead of “ Ikkarim,” (Aaron Pisaurensis) ; ‘‘ Doshen,” 
instead of *‘Choshen,” ; (Aaron ben Moses). Nor are even 
the names of places, as they are known in European languages, 
free from like errors. Thus we find ‘* Nagd” in Bohemia,—its 
German name being ‘* Nachod,”” (Abraham Elias ben Nathan) ; 
‘ Glogau” is said to be a city of “* Bohemia’’! whilst it is a well 
known city in “ Silesia,” (Aaron Samuel Kaidenover). In the 
same article, a place is called ‘‘ Niklasburg” ; most probably 
‘“‘ Nickolsburg” in Moravia, is intended+ Errors like the fore- 
going will cael confound the student; it is true, some of them 


* A modern Rabbi of that name. | 
+ We are bound in candour to say, that this extraordinary want oi 
order does not appear to characterise any portions of the Dictionary 
except the biographies of the Rabbis: and our censure, therefore, must be 


regarded as applied to that portion only. 
+ This whole article is replete with errors rep. M2 IN, translated 
ief preacher.””—Sic. ! 


by Wolf, pater domus judicii, is here rendered “‘ 


ant 
. 
2 


. « 


| | 
4 
| J 
| 
| 
er? . 
| 
“ 
| 
] 
| 
rie. 
ng 
J 
| 2 
3 
| 
| 
: +t a 
paid 
‘oer 
| 
iL 
| 
| 
» 
we. 
| 
| = 
| : 
| 


216 


may be attributed to the printing office, but others can hardly 
have been committed there. A compositor could scarcely mis- 
take n for b, and put ‘‘ Hatzbea Leket,” for ‘‘ Hatznea Lechet,” 
(to walk humbly); “ Zajith Raaban,” for ‘‘ Raanan,”’ (flourish- 
ing olive tree)—(Abraham Abli); orb for ch, and put ‘* Chothem 
Tabneth,”’ instead of ‘ Tachnith,” (sealing of the sum)—(Abra- 
ham Badreshi);—but an inexpert Hebraist might be more 
easily misled by the similarity of the 3 and 3; the mn and 7; 
the 4 and 4, and the like. Mistakes like these will strike the 
most superficial reader ;* but the work contains other defects, 
of more serious import, and less easy of detection. We find ex- 
planations attempted of various Jewish customs, ceremonies, 
and doctrines, scarcely to be grounded on any Jewish authority 
soever. Various biographies, and occasionally interesting ones, 
are altogether omitted. Statements are made of individuals, 
aud works are attributed to their authorship, which, though 
excusable in the times of Bartolocci and Wolf, have been con- 
clusively disproved by later and more searching criticism. 
Interesting particulars, recently developed, are no where to be 
found ; and it is but too manifest that no original sources, and 
none of the researches of others later than those of De Rossi, 
(his Dizionario Storico appeared in 1802,) have been turned to 
account. To illustrate at suitable length, these various defects 
under the heads just enumerated, would require more leisure, 
and a larger library than we now have at hand. We there- 
fore offer the following specimens, as a mere selection, out 
of a large mass of similar errors. 


(To be continued.) 


* It would be easy to multiply instances ;—such as ‘“‘ Cherushem,”’ instead 
of Chidushem, (Aaron the Levite.) The former word would he derived 
from WW (cutting or carving) instead of from WIM (new.)—We find 
** Pirche Aboth,’’ instead of Pirke Aboth. (Aaron ben Samuel,) the 
** Blossoms of the Fathers,’’ instead of—‘“‘ the Sections of the Fathers.’’— 
* Kinoth Meiaram,”’ instead of Kinoth Setarim.—-( Abraham Galante.) 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


T. T.’s translation is thankfully acknowledged. Our allusions to the 
article were already in type. 

H. J. L. Bedford. The proposed Bible is to have the Hebrew and 
English interleaved, or separate, at the pleasure of subscribers. 

Gibraltar. No.8 of the “ Cronica Israelita’’ is reccived. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT. 
Sabb. 5th August, 9th Ab. Portion forthe week O37 


Fast, (postponed from yesterday) 
commemorative of the destruc- 


— 


Sund. 6th » of the temple: (night, at half- 
past eight).* 

Friday llth ,, 15th ,, Minor festival of 3x3 

Sabb. 12th  ,, 16th ,, Portion for the week -w) 


* Vide an account of this anniversary in No. 21, Vol. 1. “ Keptin 
commemoration of—the death in the wilderness of the rebellious (Num. 
xiv. 35):—the destruction of the temple by Nebuchadnezzar (Jer. lili. 12) : 
—and the taking of Bether by Severus. Inquiry made, if to be observed 
after the building of the second temple ? (Zech. vii. 3.). Promised to be- 
come a day of gladness (Zech. viii. 19.)’’—Lindo’s Jewish Calendar. 

+ “‘Kept as aminor festival in commemoration of the feast at Shiloh, 
and reconciliation with Benjamin (Judges xxxi. 19).’’—Jbid. 


Sold by Hatchard and Son, 187, Piccadilly, price 5s. 6d, 
HREE LETTERS to His Grace, the Lord Archbishop of 


Cashel, on the Apocryphal Books of Enocu, the AscgENsiIon oF Isalaun, and 
the Fourtu Book or Ezra, as also on the late age and doctrine of the Seruger 
Zonar. By the Rev. J, Oxlee, late Curate of Stonegrave, now Rector of Moles- 


worth, Hunts. 
EBREW and ENGLISH ALMANACK! — Carefully 


} Revised by the Beth Din; for the Years 5604 and 5605. By I. Vallentine. 
Exact time of Sabbath coming in and going out; a Table of the Jewish and Chris- 
tian Holidays for the ensuing Ten Years. Precise Time of Night on Fasts. Me- 
tropolitan and provincial congregations and charitable institutions, with their 
officers ; Chronology, from the creation of the world to the present day; Exact 
time and stations of all the steam packets and railways; New Post Office regula- 
tions, rates of postage ; Jewish seminaries, foreign consuls in London; Bankers, 
39257 «CA OCTable of the first day of the English month, correspond- 
ing to the day of the Hebrew month, for the last Twenty years and ensuing Eleven ; 
and other useful information. 

- Printed by I. Vallentine, and Published at 132, Houndsditch; and may be had 
of Mr. I. Lyons, 26, Duke-street, Aldgate; H. Abrahams, Houndsditch; M. Ruben- 
stein, Birmingham; and of E. Levy, distributor of the ‘* Voice of Jacob.” 


No more than 150 copies printed. 


The only True and Correct 


| terms at foot of this column. 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


MIRMINGHAM HEBREW NATIONAL SCHoor,— 


The First Stone of the New School will be laid by Sir Moses MonTEPiongg 
F.R.S., on Wednesday, August, 9th inst. The ceremony will be followed » ‘ 
Banquet, at Dee’s Royal Hotel. y 

The MAYOR of BirmMinauam in the Chair. 


As ovwly a limited number of Tickets (Price 15s., including wine), remain with 
the Comittee ; gentlemen who may wish to be present, are requested to make 
early application to M. 8. Myers, 17, Cornhill. 


OARDING SCHOOL and ACADEMY for Young Gen. 
tlemen, at Frankfort on the Maine.—If it be admitted that public education 
has the advantage of exciting the pupils to attentive study by a spirit of emulation 
of forming their characters by bringing them into contact with other young men. 
and of early impressing them with a sense of their constituting but a component 
part of society. Private education on the other hand affords a greater facility of op. 
serving and cultivating the particular dispositiou and capacities of cach pupil with 
paternal kindness, without having recourse to coercion. <A boarding-school there. 
fore, consisting of a limited and selected number of youths from different countries 
whose moral character has upon inquiry been found unobjectionable, and who one 
joined together as one family under careful guidance and attendance, unites at once 
the advantages of public and private education. The intercourse of young meg 
from different countries affords them the additional advantage of more rapidly ac. 
quiring foreign languages. 

Dr. Weil, gratefully acknowledging the patronage so liberally conferred upon 
him, begs to direct the attention of the parents and guardians of youths of the 
Jewish persuasion, to his academy, established now upwards of twenty-five years, 
during which time particular success has attended his endeavours to cultivate the 
intellect, advance the improvement, and establish the morals of the pupils com. 
mitted to his charge. 

The course of instruction, under the superintendence of Dr. J. Weil, assisted by 
his son, Dr. Henry Weil, and sixteen able teachers, embraces the following subjects, 

Moral philosophy and religion. The German, French, and English languages, 
anid literature. The Hebrew linguage, including the translating of the Holy Scrip. 
ture from the original. Arithmetic, and book-keeping, by simple and double 
entry. Algebra, geometry, geography, physicks, universal and natural history, 
writing and drawing. The establishment is composed of five classes, entirely de. 
tached from each other, aecording to the age and improvement of the pupils, 

The house is very pleasantly situated, with every accommodation requisite for 
the health and comfort of the pupils, and every attention is given to render their 
stay not less agreeable than useful. The terms for board and instruction are 
£50 per annum. Parents or guardians who are inclined to intrust their children 
to this institution, are requested to apply to 

Frankfort a’ M., July 1843 J. WEIL, Phil. Dr. 


For references, apply to Messrs. De Rothschild & Sons ; Kénigswarther Brothers; 
Morris Emanuel, Esq. ; Joseph Moses, Esq. ; and Joseph Levy, Esq. 
W ANTED A YOUNG MAN of good education and 
character, as an assistant in the Silversmith and Jewellery Business; one 
who understands the trade, and is also acquainted with Book-keeping would be 
preferred. Apply to Messrs. E. & E. Emanuel, Portsmouth. 


\ ANTED a Situation as assistant, by a young man, at 
present in a place, either in a Jewellery or Hardware establishment; age 

nearly twenty, references unexceptionable :—would have no objection to become 

traveller to a wholesale house.—Address 8S. A., Post Office, Liverpool. 

*,* There has been an advertisement standing over in type from 
our last number,—for which number no less than six pages o! 
important matter were redundant, together with another adver- 
tisement which stood over by consent of the advertiser, although 
it had been received in due time ;—whereas the manuscript 
first referred to, had not been sent in time, and in accordance 
with the rules of the paper as repeatedly announced :—vide the 
A rather extraordinary statement 
has been published, declaring the advertisement ‘* refused!" 
and a no less extraordinary policy has been pursued in another 
quarter,—notwithstanding that the necessity for the postpone- 
ment had been explained to the parties concerned, and a proof 
slip of it had even been delivered to them, as prepared for pub- 
lication! We have now been requested to let the matter stand 
over this number, in order that the misconception may be dis- 
covered, and that it may be remedied without our more specilic 
allusion to the circumstances ; an alternative which, considering 
the relative position of those concerned, we would willingly 
avoid, if possible. | 


TO ADVERTISERS. 

_ The widely extended, and in some respects, peculiar circula- 
tion of this paper, renders it an eligible medium of communtl- 
cation for Advertisers; and, occasionally, to quarters not 
otherwise accessible. The charges are 3s. 6d. for 6 lines, and 
6d. per 2 lines extra. No advertisements can be inserted unless 
pad in advance, and left, before 2 o’Clock on the Tuesday of 
the week of publication, at the Office 27, Camomile Street. 
—Orders otherwise transmitted cannot be attended to. 
London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Vanrty, 27, Camomile Street, 

Bishopsgate. Published by B. Sre1ix, Paternoster Row; and may 
had of the Printer; of Reyxotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bante, 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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